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Oregon State University takes top spot in region forecycling

Sources: Andrea Norris, 541-737-5398,
Media contact: Theresa Hogue, 541-737-0786,

CORVALLIS, Ore. — The results are in for Recyclemaathe nationwide competition
between universities to see who can recycle the,mtéch took place Jan. 18 through
March 28. OSU took top spots in our region, rankiftg 1 among the seven Oregon
colleges competing.

In the Per Capita Classic (competition for the kighweight of recyclables per person)
OSU ranked No. 1 among all Oregon and Washingtbads, and in the Gorilla Prize
category (competition for the highest cumulativegherecycled) OSU ranked No. 1 in
Oregon and No. 2 in the Pacific Northwest.

This year 510 schools competed from all 50 stadasedl as the District of Columbia and
Canada, collectively recycling 69.4 million pounég¢hen taking into account all 10
weeks (including the first two, which were trial @k not considered in final rankings),
OSU recycled 385,132 pounds (192.6 tons). Divettiigy material from the landfill not
only helps the environment, but also saves OSU monevaste disposal.

“Another benefit from competing in Recyclemanidhie increased awareness about
recycling and waste prevention on campus,” saidréadNorris, Recycling Program
Assistant and coordinator of outreach for the cditipe. “By putting on events,
displaying results in the Memorial Union Quad, amaking it our goal to recycle as
much as possible, we were able to reach more peoplé&eep waste prevention on the
top of people’s minds.”

In 2008, OSU competed in the Partial Campus Dinisamly weighing recyclables from
residence halls and UHDS buildings, whereas thes gew competition rules required
schools to account for their entire campus poputatincluding satellite campuses and
offices. Therefore, the total weight of recyclahilesreased from 2008 (from 216,896 to
385,132 pounds), but per capita weights decredssu 61.83 to 13.12 pounds per
person) because the residence hall produces tlwitpaf the recycling from OSU.

With the new requirement to collect data from thHeole campus came much extra work
for Campus Recycling staff. Everything put in rdeylsins across campus had to be
weighed, recorded, and reported each week, anfdstggped up to the challenge.



“It takes a large amount of student labor to cellec
recycling and | would like to praise our staff taking on
these extra responsibilities,” said Pete LepreyBlet
Program Manager.

Campus Recycling also received help from student
volunteers from the geosciences department’s course
Environmental Conservation and Sustainability, who
helped promote the competition by putting on a &tk
event on Jan. 20 and collecting recycling at th&JOS
men’s basketball game against the University oigOne
on Jan. 31.

Student worker Kyle Anderson

“ . empties a tote of paper recycling.
We would also like to acknowledge faculty and &taf

who helped us increase our numbers by scheduliigeafieanouts and helping us spread
the word,” said Lepre.

Next year Campus Recycling‘s goal is to increasepiér capita recycling rate as well as
try more and new ways to get the word out abouttmpetition.

“We are also exploring the feasibility of weighialy

our trash so that we can begin competing in thenGra
Champion category — striving for the highest ratio
recycling to trash, and Waste Minimization categery
striving for the least amount of waste produceashror
recycling,” said Norris. “We believe adding these
metrics will provide a more comprehensive meastire o
how sustainable OSU is in terms of waste
management.”
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cIing Progam Manager Pete

) _ Campus Recycling’s efforts support OSU’s
Lepre weighs a tote of recycling.

commitment to sustainability by conserving natural
resources, reducing waste, and decreasing greemigagsemissions from solid waste.
Campus Recycling is currently making an effort éedime more sustainable in other
ways such as consolidating routes to save gasstige¢ing commingled recycling in the
residence halls, working with Allied Waste to begallecting organic material for
composting, and sponsoring educational events asithe annual Earth Week
celebration.
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Campus Recycling is responsible for managing a cehgmsive waste management
system at Oregon State University that focusesdunaing, reusing and recycling with
disposal as a last resort. More information abdw program can be found at




